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Welcome to the July edition of The Pump! 
 

Oh my goodness!!  Having just typed Paul’s nature notes, and talk of frosts in May, 
how the weather has moved on!  I suspect it still might be hot when you receive 
your Pump this month, and may well be later in the year – please take it easy, 
follow the rules and look out for your neighbours.  
In this copy of the Pump you’ll find all the information you need about the 
Damerham Show, Fair and Tent Dance – have a brilliant day and enjoy it all!  
Please drop into the 4 lovely gardens in the village raising funds for Marie Curie – 
and, of course, enjoy some refreshments at The Limes in the High Street.  Why not 

go along to the One Voice Choir concert in Martin – it will be a lovely evening!  As 
always, Paul’s Nature Notes – do let him know what you have seen locally, 
he’d love to hear from you, and check out the cricket fixtures for this 
month.  

More photos of your events or our beautiful village please to include for 
future issues!!!   Please email them to me at mandysrobbins@gmail.com  

Have a wonderful month, stay cool and see you soon!  
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Regular Village Events: 
 

Mondays from 9am Pilates with Sandie  
Contact: hello@sandiewillspilates.co.uk 
Mondays from 6 – 7pm Strong Nation with Carolina 
Contact carolinatuc@gmail.com 
3rd Monday of every Second month from 7.30pm  
Parish Council Meeting  - Contact clerk@damerham.net 
Tuesdays from 9.45am – Fluffy Chicks parent and toddler group. 
Contact: fluffychicks21@gmail.com 
Tuesdays from 6.30pm – Damerham AFC training 
Contact:  Dylan – 07380 192020 
Tuesdays from 7.30pm – Badminton Doubles club 
Contact: m.walter@hotmail.co.uk 
Wednesdays from 10.30 – Coffee Pot at the Village Hall  
Wednesdays from 6pm  Zumba with Carolina 
Contact carolinatuc@gmail.com 
1st Wednesday of the month from 2pm – Tea and Chat 
Contact ellawhitcher@hotmail.co.uk tel: 07986 650123 
1st Wednesday of the month, Quiz Night at the Compasses Inn 
Contact: 01725 518231 
2nd Wednesday of the month from 9.30 – Walking Group 
Contact: sarahings56@gmail.com 
Every First Wednesday – Fish and chip van at the Village Hall 5 – 7pm 
1st Thursday of the month from 7.30pm Royal British Legion Social  
Contact: Jim.eames@btinternet.com 
Every last Thursday of the month – Dam-Jam live music at the 
Compasses.enquiries@compassesinndamerham.co.uk    
 
St George’s Church is open every day during daylight hours – you are welcome 
to drop in at any time during the day for quiet contemplation or prayer.   
 
Check out the Damerham Village Hall channel on Whatsapp – 
whatsapp.com/channel/0029Vb8EtQX3QxS0csfXKR3L 
 
If you would like to book the village hall for a gathering or event, please have a look at the website 

at damerham.org, where you can also see regular users, updates and fill in a booking form, or email 

the booking secretary, Stuart, at info@damerham.org. 
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Village Hall 30th Anniversary – Saturday 6th June  
Thank you to everyone who came along and 
helped us celebrate 30 years of our fabulous 
Village Hall.  It was very well attended, with a 
lovely atmosphere, delicious cakes (thanks to 
everyone who baked and gave) and Paul and Mike 
gave speeches. 
YOUR VILLAGE HALL NEEDS YOU!  If you feel you 
have something to contribute to this lovely Village, 

then come and join the Village Hall Management Committee. We’re a friendly bunch and 
always on the look out for fresh ideas and energy. Contact secretary@damerham.org for a 
no obligation chat. 

 
Tea and Chat 
We had a great time on our second outing of the year to Winchester Cathedral on 
22nd  May.  The sun shone and it was actually slightly too hot but the temperature 
inside the Cathedral was considerably lower. The history was fascinating. It was 
amazing to see all the detail and work that had gone into the building hundreds of 
years ago and all without the use of today’s modern machinery. There was also 
time for eating and shopping! Winchester High Street had a good range of shops 
and the market was trading too. 
Our strawberry tea in June was well attended and it was a delight to have the 
children with us.  They have gained more confidence over the time they have 
been visiting us and it has been a joy to see their growth. We had the Flamin’ 
Yukes playing for us and the children were able to stay long enough to dance 
along.  We were sad that this was the children’s last visit to us as they will be off 
to the junior school in September but we look forward to welcoming the next 
Maple class in December. 
We are still collecting books, puzzles and teddies for our stall at the Village Fair. If 
you have any items to donate please get in touch and we can arrange to collect 
them from you or you can bring them along on the day if you are coming to the 
Fair – Saturday 25th July. 
This month’s meeting is 1st July so if you don’t read your Pump quick enough you 
will miss out on coming to listen to Robin Robbins tell us about her time working 
for the BBC. I expect there will be a lot of humorous stories to hear. 
Don’t forget if you are interested in coming on the next outing on 17th September 
to the Watercress Train Line let me know. 
For more information please contact 
 Ella Whitcher on 07986 650123 or ellawhitcher@hotmail.co.uk 
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Diaries and updates! 
 
The Damerham and Western Downland branch of the Royal British Legion Our 

next social meeting is at the Rose and Thistle on Thursday 2
nd

 July from 7.30 – 9.30.  Do 
come along and join us, everyone is welcome.  For more information, contact Branch 
Chairman Mike Richardson at rbldamerham.chmn@btinternet.com. 

 
Open Gardens – Saturday 4th July. 

Four beautiful Damerham gardens will be open in aid of 
Marie Curie on Saturday 4th July from 2 – 5pm.  The 
Limes (SP6 3EU), Old Channel Hill Farmhouse (SP6 
3HA), 2 Park Villas (SP6 3HH) and The Gables (SP6 
3HW).   Please have a lovely stroll around the village 
and take in all four gardens, stop to enjoy delicious 

homemade cake and tea/coffee and a good chat at the Limes. Admission to all 
four gardens is just £5 and children are welcome and free.  There will also be 
plants for sale.  Contact 07769 631303 for more info.    

 
You are invited… 

To the Fordingbridge One Voice Choir’s spring concert.  
From madrigals to musicals, with quite a lot of laughter 

along the way! 
It is at All Saints Church, Martin on Monday 13th July 

from 7.30pm, and it’s FREE!!!  (But there will be a charity 
collection at the end). 

And, of course, you might find that you have enjoyed it 
so much, that you would like to join the choir.  No need 
to read music, no audition, just take a chance to relax 

and sing!  
 Contact Robin Robbins on 01725 518861 

 
August Cream Teas are nearly upon us!!  

Can you spare a Sunday afternoon in August to help with the Cream Teas by the river at 

the Village Hall?  Lots of different jobs available, and the more volunteers the merrier!  

This is one of St George’s Church’s main fundraisers, and a delicious way to spend a 

Sunday afternoon as well.  If you would like to help out, or can offer to donate home 

made scones or good quality bric a brac to sell, please contact John Godber at 

catherine.godber50@gmail.com.  Thank you!   
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At last!  Saturday 25th July   
Damerham and District Horticultural Society’s 

Summer Show 
The annual DDHS Show will take place on Damerham 

Sport Field in conjunction with Damerham Village Fair. 
Schedules are already out with lists of all the classes, 
and anyone can enter.  If you haven’t got a schedule, 

they are available from Damerham Garage and 
Crossways Farm with others around in Fordingbridge and surrounding areas, and 

on our website – dddhs.co.uk. 
Please try and support this amazing Show, and help fill our wonderful traditional 

marquee with lots of entries. 
Marilyn Harrington, Show Secretary: 01725 518502 or 

Marilyn.lane@btinternet.com 
 

Roll up! Roll up! The Damerham Fair is not far away – Saturday 25th July – and 

plans are crystalising for a fabulous fun packed day and an evening tent dance run by the 
Village Hall.  It’s pretty much an ‘all village’ event, and many of you have already kindly 
volunteered to help.  Here’s what else you can do to make it a success: 1) make sure 
you’re around and invite friends and family to come along; 2) start collecting bottles (full 
ones!) for the bottle stall (they will be collected nearer the date); 3) buy our fabulous prize 
draw raffle tickets from the school, the Compasses, the Garage and Coombe Bissett 
stores, plus anyone selling them around and about.  Half the proceeds will go to the 
Salisbury Hospice; 4) If you haven’t got a job but would like to be involved, please contact 
chairdamerhamfair@gmail.com.  Full details at damerhamfair.co.uk.   
 

Damerham Village Tent Dance 
(after the Fair) 7.30 – 11pm 

Having worked/played hard at the Fair, top off the day 
with a relaxed, family friendly evening of music, dancing 
and socialising at the Village Hall Tent Dance.  Local band, 
Allsorts will play classics guaranteed to fill the dance 
floor, the Penny Farthing Bar will be open all evening and 
food vans will be in attendance in case you’re hungry.  
Tickets are £12 (or 4 for £40), and all proceeds go to the 
Village Hall.  Families are warmly welcome but under 18’s 
must be accompanied by an adult.  Tickets from 
www.damerham.org, Crossways Farm, the Garage or on 
the night.  Come and join us!   
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The Damerham Sportsfield Lottery  
 
Carol Vincent: £52 
Iain Giles:£31 
John Cakebread: £21 
As you may have noticed, the winnings have crept up as more 
people have taken part in the lottery.  With more subscribers the 
prize pot will increase even further, with the funds raised helping 
to maintain the village sportsfield, a prime asset of the 
community. You can join in scanning the QR code on the posters 
dotted around the village, or get in touch with Mat Holden via 
email – mathew.holden@sky.com. The draw is usually made at the 

end of the pub quiz at The Compasses on the 1
st

 Wednesday of the month.   
 

Cricket News 
Damerham Cricket Club’s first match in May was abandoned due to rain.  There 
was a handsome win away at South Wilts IV team and three very close and 
exciting games that ended in defeat, two of which by just a single run!   
Do come and watch either DCC or the Lobsters, your support is most welcome! 
July’s fixtures are: 
Sat 4th – DCC – Home to Farley – 1pm 
Sun 5th – Lobsters – Home to Burley – 2.30pm 
Sat 11th – DCC – Away to Laverstock & Ford – 1pm 
Sun 14th – Lobsters – Home to Bournemouth Schools – 2.30pm 
Sat 18th – DCC – Home to South Wilts IV – 1pm 
Sun 19th – Lobsters Away to Wimborne – 2pm 
Sat 25th – DCC Away to Shrewton II – 1pm 
Sun – 26th – Lobsters Home to Parley – 2.30pm 
 
Just a quick note of thanks for the time and effort that goes into maintaining the 
Sports Field.  James’ first season on the square has been a great success, and the 
team of volunteers on mowers and strimmers led by Sports Field Committee 
Chairman, Ross, keeps the field looking immaculate and playing as well as it has in 
years.  There are few better looking village grounds when it has been done and the 
sun comes out. Spectators are always welcome!!  (Si White, DCC Chairman)  
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Paul T’s Nature Notes 
Weather May 2026 
Quite dry with just half the average rainfall at 29mm. Wettest day was 8

th
  with 8.4mm. 12 

month total is now 975mm There were 2 frosts and lowest temperature was 2C on 
11/12th warmest days were 30C on 25

th
 and 26

th
 Average max was 21C and minimum 9C. 

Wildlife 
The Starlings have fledged from the nest box (designed for Swifts) and they have left the 
garden. We rarely see them once they have finished breeding even though there are small 
flocks around the village. It is the same with House Sparrows which also breed in boxes on 
the house. 
 One of the highlights of the month has been the recording of Spotted Flycatchers. I 
haven’t seen one here for several years but discovered a pair at South End while doing my 
Bird Census. I have also recorded one in our field in Browns Lane. I detected them using 
the Merlin App on my phone which I know many people are using. It is very helpful but 
you cannot rely completely on it. A lot of Redstarts have been recorded last autumn and 
again this spring and it turns out that they are Willow Warblers. I had first hand 
experience of this last week on Martin Down when a Willow Warbler calling only a few 
feet from me was identified by Merlin as a Redstart. However, it does seem generally 
reliable and has got a lot more people interested in listening for birds. In a recent half 
hour in our field I recorded 23 species of birds including Whitethroat, Blackcap, Spotted 
Flycatcher, and Yellowhammer. There are a lot of Whitethroats everywhere I go this year 
but I haven’t yet heard a Lesser Whitethroat.  
Some butterflies have done well with Orange Tips and Holly Blues flying throughout the 
month. Several Painted Ladies have made it across the Channel. I have not seen a Small 
Tortoiseshell and would be interested to hear of any records. I have heard of Humming-
bird Hawk Moths around but haven’t seen one here yet, surprising with that really warm 
spell earlier.  
A Water Shrew in our field a long way from water was an interesting record. Perhaps the 
new pond which is only about 100 metres away might attract them, but they do occur far 
from water. The pond has been a real delight now that it is getting established. There have 
been several species of Dragonflies, Broad-bodied Chaser, Emperor, Southern Hawker and 
2 species of Damselflies. Lots of Water Boatmen and several species of beetles. We have 
also seen Newts recently which was a bit less welcome as it seems that they usually eat 
any tadpoles and I was hoping for frogs and toads. We have not seen many reptiles so far, 
a few Common Lizards and Slow-worms and on the allotment I have watched a Grass 
Snake hunting in the pond on two occasions. 
 I have at last got Yellow Rattle to grow in the grassland area of the garden and 
also in our field. It has taken more than 20 years. I have sowed seed each year and waited 
eagerly for it to grow and now at last! Yellow Rattle is partially parasitic on grasses and 
reduces their vigour, giving many of the less competitive flowers a chance to thrive. 
Happy spotting, and do let me know what you see, and whether you have tried using the 
Merlin app.  paul.toynton@hotmail.co.uk 
 



Rubbish!! 
 

 

Household Glass collection 
All glass bottles & jars 

Metal lids only 
No loose or plastic lids 

No broken glass 

Tuesday 21st July from 7.00am 
 

Garden Waste 
Collection for existing customers will be on Tuesday 14th and 28th July. 

For more information about collection days for household waste, recycling and 

more, see www.newforest.gov.uk/recylingandrubbish  
 

Blister pack recycling – take your empty blister packs along to the Repair Café 
at Avonway in Fordingbridge on the 3rd Saturday of the month.  A donation of £1 

per 50 packs is requested please.  
 

 

Do you have any ideas, comments, or suggestions for the future of The 
Parish Pump? Photos of past or upcoming events, or just lovely views of 

Damerham?  News to share, updates or a village event to publicise?   
Please get in touch! If you would like to be added to the emailing list, or you 
have anything you would like to include in the August edition, please email 

me at mandysrobbins@gmail.com  
by Wednesday 15th July.  

 

Space permitting, Do you run a business or service from the village – would you 
like more people to know about what you do?  Please get in touch, and we could 

run a small advert for you – to go in 250 copies of the Pump – every household, the 
village hall and the Compasses and Church.     

 

 
Lots of information on the village is to be found on the Damerham website 

www.damerham.net and on the facebook page. 
A welcome pack is available from the Clerk – clerk@damerham.net for newcomers. 

The Parish Pump is printed by Time2Display, Fordingbridge.  01725 512021 
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