Diaries and updates!

Bingo - no bingo in January. We hope to be back in February — see next
month’s Pump for confirmation.

The Sportsfield 100 Club has been replaced by the
Damerham Lottery!! Get your tickets each month using
the QR code on the poster — help to support the upkeep
of our lovely sportsfield.

Win big while supporting
Da Sportsfield!
3 prizes paid out EVERY MONTH
50% of proceeds paid out in prizes every month ViIIa ge Fair
o While we are on the subject of the sportsfield, and looking
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LLL ahead to bright, summer days, Damerham Village Fair will be
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E5per ticket i held on Saturday 25" July 2026. This is always a highlight of
et s the year, raising lots of much needed money for village

organisations — some £45,000 over the past few years! It is
under new management this year, and we are looking for new ideas to keep the Fair
lively and attractive to all. Most of all, we need additional volunteers to make the Fair
happen. Particularly energetic people who can help with the setting up on the Friday
before the Fair and additional volunteers to help on the day itself. If you feel you can
help, please get in touch with the new Chair at paul@pcnicholls.co.uk. Thank you!

Royal British Legion — Damerham & Western Downland Branch

Our branch is always delighted to receive new members, and you do not have
to be an Armed Forces veteran to apply. To join online, you can go to
britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/membership. To learn more about our
branch, email rbldamerham.chmn@btinternet.com. The next branch social
meeting is at The Compasses on Thursday 8" January from 7.30 — 9.30.
Everyone is welcome.

Damerham and District Horticultural Society — www.ddhs.co.uk

An event to look forward to during the dark days of January is the talk by Tom Clarke
from Exbury Gardens. It will be held at Blandford Hall, Martin, on Thursday 29"
January at 2pm. Refreshments will be served, non-members are welcome at £3 per
person.

Membership renewal gentle reminder for those who haven’t yet done so. Forms are
available on the website. We welcome new members to join at £12 per couple, and £8
for a single membership. We offer a variety of talks, self drive garden visits, a coach
trip, garden party and our amazing spring and summer shows.

Pantomime — Alice in Wonderland from Treehouse Theatre on Saturday 17" January
at 11am. Lots of fun for all the family! Tickets from hampshireculture.org.uk.

Free Lunches 2026

We are pleased to announce that there will again be a delicious range of soup
and crumble lunches on the following Wednesdays in the Village Hall between
12.30 and 2pm. 21 January, 11" February and 18" March. Sponsored by the
Fair. All are welcome. Any funds received will be donated to the local Food
Bank.

DAMERHAM DUCK RACE 2026 0

SAVE THE DATE! APRIL 4™ VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! <

LICENSED BAR TEA & COFFEE  REFRESHMENTS EASTER SATL

L SP6 3HD

Snowdrop Weekend — 14" — 15" February at St George’s Church from 10 — 4.
We are looking for volunteers to help run the various stalls, as well as helping
in the kitchen. Donations of good quality bric a brac, books and seasonal
produce are also needed, please. If you would like to help, please get in touch
with John Godber at catherine.godber50@gmail.com. This is a lovely
weekend, and one of our main fundraisers, so all help is greatly appreciated.

Tea and Chat

We really enjoyed meeting the children from Maple Class in December when they
came and performed the dress rehearsal of their Nativity play. The narrators were
excellent at speaking into the microphone and we could hear them very clearly. A few
children who had main parts, like Joseph, were off sick, and other children stepped in
at the last minute — we wouldn’t have known if Mrs Kircaldy hadn’t told us. They all
gave such good performances, remembering words, actions and moves. It is such a
privilege to be able to watch the children and to focus on the miraculous birth of Jesus
who came to the world to bring God’s love and hope to everyone.

The festivities continued when we had our Christmas meal at the Old Beams, and 37 of
us managed to get there, despite the road closures, flooding and diversions. The staff
worked very hard and everyone enjoyed the food and the time to be together.

We will be meeting on 7" January to catch up after the holiday period. The
programme for the year is all planned, and we look forward to another year of Tea and
Chat. Anyone is welcome to join us, even if you only want to come as and when you
are free. We always meet on the first Wednesday of the month from 2 — 4ish at the
Village Hall.

Tea and Chat Jumble Sale is on Saturday 24" January from 2pm — donations of
saleable items (nothing electrical please) from 10am on the day. Volunteers to help
VERY welcome!!

For more information, contact Ella Whitcher on 07986 650123, or check out the Tea
and Chat section on the Village Hall website, under ‘Regular Events’.
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Paul T’s Nature Notes
Weather November 2025
A very wet month with rainfall of 113mm compared with the average of 85mm In spite
of this the 12 month total is still only 745mm compared with average of 945mm. There
were just 6 dry days and rather strangely there were 2 wettest days both with 17.2mm
The river is now running really well So nice after the long dry spell.

Wildlife

First of all some catch up. | forgot to report on the large flock of Canada Geese which
were visiting the field behind West Park Lane every morning in early October (sorry Di).
I have also had 2 records of Grass Snakes back in the summer. One in West Park Lane
and the other in a pond at Mill End. This pond also has large numbers of Frogs breeding
successfully as well as newts and goldfish. Very unusual.

After the lack of birds in the garden for the past 2 months they have now returned with
lots of Blue Tits and Great Tits and a few Coal and Marsh Tits. A female Blackcap visited
at the end of the month and Chiffchaffs have been around all the time.

On 13th Nov there were 32 species of flowers blooming in the garden and Song
Thrushes have been singing in many places. There are still plenty of fungi about and we
had a nice clump of Fly Agaric (the red cap with white spots beloved by garden
gnomes).

One frosty morning | looked out of my bedroom to see a Muntjac deer in the garden. |
was concerned about the damage it might do and was thinking about better fences,
but the following morning I found it run over in Browns Lane so relaxed on the fencing.
I recently read a very interesting article about cuckoos and migration. In the past it has
been almost impossible to ascertain the routes that they take as there have been so
few ringing recoveries. Now with the use of tags which can be tracked from satellites it
has been possible to discover a lot more. All of the cuckoos breeding in UK winter in
tropical Africa in the Democratic Republic of Congo and in the spring they head back up
the west coast of Africa across the Sahara and then via Spain and France to UK. In the
late summer when they return to Africa however, there are 2 different routes. Most
birds breeding in southern England, return by the same route but the Scottish and
northern England birds take an easterly route down through northern Italy and then
through a more easterly part of the Sahara . The southern population has declined
drastically in recent years and they are very scarce in many places, but the northern
population is doing much better. This almost certainly because the route through Italy
uses the large wetland areas where food is plentiful whereas on the eastern route the
recent hot dry summers in Spain have caused the wetlands to dry up and fail to supply
the food needed for migration. A

Please let me have any records and sightings and | will try
to use them.

Happy Spotting!

paul.toynton@hotmail.co.uk

Christmas Village Get Together We had a great time at the Get Together —
plenty of lovely food and excellent roast potatoes thanks to Sue Huzzey. Thank
you to everyone who brought a plate of food to share, and to the Committee
for their hard work behind the scenes. The mulled wine flowed well and a lot
of tea and coffee was drunk. The Sandleheath Band gave us a really festive
performance of seasonal songs, which made us all feel Christmassy, and we
want to say a huge thank you to them for taking the time to come to our event
at such a busy time of year. We organised some craft activities for the
children, but unfortunately we only had 3 children attending, which was a
shame. Hopefully, next year, more families will be able to join us for some
festive fun.

Christmas Coffee Pot

I would like to thank everyone who came to our Christmas Coffee Pot on 17"
December. Special thanks to everyone who donated cakes and raffle prizes and
helped with the organisation. We raised £245 from the raffle and sale of cakes
which was donated to Marie Curie. It was lovely to see so many there to
support this amazing charity. We look forward to seeing you all in 2026!

Crossways Christmas Gathering with Carols and Songs

Thanks to everyone who came along to the Crossways Christmas Gathering on
18" December. After a most horrendously stormy day, the rain stopped just
before five. About 75 people came and enjoyed singing along to the Christmas
tunes. Special thanks to Crossways House and the Village Fair for their
tremendous support and to my family who always get drawn into my little
‘functions'. The highlight of the evening had to again be the 12 days of
Christmas, with actions from Trevor King and Andy Hanson, just hilarious!
Thanks guys.

To all who donated a BIG, BIG thank you, £367.73 was passed to St George's
Church.

Mike J.

Sparkly Seasonal Stroll! Although this didn’t happen formally as hoped, there
was a lovely variety of seasonal displays around the village — | really hope you
had a chance to have a stroll round to admire them!

Hymn Books
St George’s have recently purchased 40 new hymn books to replace the old 1950’s

version. The new edition contains hundreds of favourites old and new and will serve
the community for maybe another 75 years or so! If you would like to inscribe one in
your name or in memory of a loved one, at the cost of £13 per book, please get in
touch with Caroline Eastman at pccdamerhamtreasurer@gmail.com
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Regular Village Events:
Mondays from 9am Pilates with Sandie
Contact: hello@sandiewillspilates.co.uk
Mondays from 6 — 7pm Strong Nation with Carolina
Contact carolinatuc@gmail.com
3" Monday of every other month from 7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting - Contact clerk@damerham.net
Tuesdays from 9.45am - Fluffy Chicks parent and toddler group.
Contact: fluffychicks21@gmail.com
Tuesdays from 6.30pm — Damerham AFC training
Contact: Dylan — 07380 192020
Tuesdays from 7.30pm — Badminton Doubles club
Contact: m.walter@hotmail.co.uk
Wednesdays from 10.30 — Coffee Pot at the Village Hall
Wednesdays from 6pm Zumba with Carolina
Contact carolinatuc@gmail.com
1* Wednesday of the month from 2pm — Tea and Chat
Contact ellawhitcher@hotmail.co.uk tel: 07986 650123
1 Wednesday of the month, Quiz Night at the Compasses Inn
Contact: 01725 518231
2™ Wednesday of the month from 9.30 — Walking Group
Contact: sarahings56@gmail.com
Every last Wednesday — Fish and chip van at the Village Hall 5 — 7pm
1° Thursday of the month from 7.30pm Royal British Legion Social
Contact: Jim.eames@btinternet.com
1" Thursday of the month from 7.15pm — Bingo at the Village Hall
Contact: info@damerham.org

An Important Message From Your Parish Council

As you may know, local government in Hampshire is currently undergoing a
reorganisation. As from early in 2028, Hampshire County Council and New Forest
District Council will cease to exist. They will be replaced by a Mayor for Hampshire and
Solent Region and an unspecified number of Unitary Councils.

These Unitary Councils will provide the services which are currently supplied to us by a
combination of HCC and NFDC.

There is significant disagreement as to how many of these new Unitary Councils should
be set up, and which areas they should cover. There are 4 different options which have
been sent to Central Government to consider and make a final decision in March 2026.
Central Government has launched a consultation on this issue asking for residents
views and opinions. This consultation expires on JANUARY 11™ 2026.

Your Parish Council urges you to respond to this consultation exercising your
democratic rights. The details of the options and the consultation can be found online
at: consult.communities.gov.uk/local-government-reorganisation/Hampshire-isle-of-
wight-portsmouth-southampton

Thank you. Damerham Parish Council wishes all residents a Happy Christmas and a
Good New Year.

Village Hall Chairman’s Report

Firstly, | would like to say a very big thank you to the members of the Village Hall Committee for
giving up their valuable time to support the Village Hall. | would like to especially thank Ally
Ackland for stepping in as Secretary. Without our little team, we would not have the wonderful
Village Hall that everyone is so proud of. Thank you also to Mike Jerrard who continues to come
to our assistance when we ask!

Looking back over the last year, we have continued to fundraise as the Hall is an expensive
building to maintain let alone improve. Despite raising more funds this year than previous years,
we are unfortunately still running at a deficit.

One of the main fundraisers from the last year was obviously the reinstatement of the Duck Race,
albeit in a new format. Wow!! Who could have known what a massive success it was going to be
and it raised record funds for the Hall. To be honest, it took us all a bit by surprise and, with the
lessons that we learnt, | hope that the 2026 Duck Race will be even better. A very big thank you
goes out to the local businesses that sponsored the 2025 Duck Race, in particular Woolley and
Wallis who were the main sponsors, and to all those volunteers who helped on the day. | will be
hoping that we can enlist your help again in 2026 and hope that we can persuade a few more to
give us a hand! The 2026 Duck Race will be held on Easter Saturday, as always, so please save
the date and we hope that the Weather Gods will be kind to us again!

Other fundraising events included the Village Quiz, the Harvest Quiz, table top sales and the
bingo. Thank you to all that helped and supported these events.

Over the last year, the ongoing issues with the heating have (hopefully) been rectified, the
guttering has all been repaired, a vast number of chairs have been cleaned, the Willow trees
have been pruned and we have had a new shed erected to replace the old one. We continue to
attempt to keep the carpark in good order — an ongoing and relentless job!!

I would like to thank our caretaker, Paul Jordan, who does a wonderful job at maintaining the
grounds and the Hall. Also, Stuart Eastman deserves a special thank you for quietly doing a lot of
things that go unnoticed.

We are pushing forward with improvements to make the Hall more appealing and hope to
increase the bookings with the ultimate aim of the Hall funding itself. We are hoping to revamp
the hallway and Committee Room and are looking into the possibility of installing a new kitchen.
A brilliant new website has been created to include Hall availability and pricing to make it easier
to book. This has been a massive piece of work and thank you Hayley Jordan, Stuart Eastman and
Ally Ackland for all their hard work.

Periodically, we put a plea for help with a ‘work party’ to address a particular area of the garden
—no gardening experience is required so why not come along to the next one! | would also like to
take this opportunity to send out a plea to see if anyone would like to take over one of the flower
beds to maintain as it would help enormously. The Hall would obviously cover all costs. As | have
already mentioned, we are just a small group with limited time so please come and help us!

For more information, please contact info@damerham.org. In conclusion, I think that 2025 has
been a good year for the Hall. We have continued to make improvements, reinstated the Duck
Race and raised more money than previous years. However, as always, we welcome any
assistance to help us look after your Village Hall. The more help, the easier it all is. I’d like to take
this opportunity, once again, to thank all the Committee Members and everyone that has
supported the Village Hall in 2025. Thank you.

SueHuzzey

Chairman
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Rubbish!!

If your bin collection is usually on a Monday, it will be on Tuesday 30"
December (recycling) and Tuesday 6™ January (general), and then back to
Mondays as usual. The first collection after the 25" December can include up
to one extra bag of rubbish, as long as it is put beside the bin. On the first
recycling day, they will also collect a small bundle of DRY, flattened cardboard if
the bin is full.

The nearest real Christmas tree recycling drop off points are either the A338
slip road car park in Fordingbridge, or the Furlong Long Stay car park in
Ringwood, from 31% December until Wednesday 14" January. Please make
sure you place trees as far back in the marked bays as possible, and only in the
marked bays, or they will be treated as fly-tipping. The trees will be recycled
by chipping to make mulch to be used locally.

Household Glass collection

All glass bottles & jars

Metal lids only

No loose or plastic lids

No broken glass

Tuesday 6™ January from 7.00am

r

Garden Waste

Collection for existing customers will be on 6% and 20™ January.

For more information about collection days for household waste, recycling and
more, see www.newforest.gov.uk/recylingandrubbish

Blister pack recycling — take your empty blister packs along to the Repair
Café at Avonway in Fordingbridge on the 3 Saturday of the month. A
donation of £1 per 50 packs is requested please.

The Parish Pump

A regular newsletter from Damerham Parish Council
January 2026

Do you have any ideas, comments, or suggestions for the future of The Parish Pump?
News to share, updates or a village event to publicise?

Please get in touch! If you would like to be added to the emailing list, or you have
anything you would like to include in the February edition, please email me at
mandysrobbins@gmail.com
by Thursday 15" January.

Lots of information on the village is to be found on the Damerham website www.damerham.net
and on the facebook page.
A welcome pack is available from the Clerk — clerk@damerham.net for newcomers.
The Parish Pump is printed by Time2Display, Fordingbridge. 01725 512021

Welcome to the January edition of The Pump!

Lots to see here — and there | was thinking there wasn’t much to include!
I hope you have enjoyed a thoroughly good, Damerham Christmas and
are looking forward to an exciting New Year.

Some things to note — please read about the consultation re local
authority changes — this affects you and your voice needs to be heard.
Exciting news about the Village Fair, a new batch of free lunches lined
up, a new Sportfield Lottery to take part in, calls for helpers, a chance to
put a name down in Village history at St George’s and reports about all
the lovely things which went on last month, as well as news about
upcoming events too (including the first jumble sale of the year)!
Wishing you and yours a happy and peaceful 2026.
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