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British Legion Coffee Morning 

Saturday 12
th

 November, from 10 – 12 at the Village Hall. 
Please come and support the wonderful work done by the British 
Legion to help members of the Forces past and present.  In this 
troubled world, this support is just as necessary as ever, and we all 
need to lend a hand! 
Of course, this is the perfect chance to meet up with friends for a 
natter over coffee and cake!  There’s always an opportunity as well 
to buy cakes, books and bric a brac, and to try your luck on our 
fantastic raffle!   
Oh, you lovely Damerham folk!  Donations of cakes and bric a brac 
would be more than welcome.  Just bring them to the hall when you 
come.  See you there!   
 

Damerham Village Hall 
Thursday 3rd November 
from 7.30pm start 
CASH PRIZES & RAFFLE  
Refreshments Available 
It’s great fun, come and have a good laugh! 

 

Craft Club 

A friendly informal group that meets on the last Wednesday of each 
month in the Village Hall from 7 - 9 pm. Our next session is on 
Wednesday 30

th
 November.  We will be Christmas crafting – there 

will be lots of ideas, so come and share your favourite Christmas 
crafts, join in with making some magical baubles, royal icing 
decorations, small gifts or paper crafts. Or you can just bring along 
a craft project and join in with some friendly chat.  New members 
and the not so crafty are really welcome! 
 

Sharon and Jemma 
sharon54mia@btinternet.com or jkcoopershj@btinternet.com 

 
Walking Group 

A select few of us enjoyed a lovely ramble over Ashridge in 
October.  The views across Damerham were beautiful.  In 
November, we are going to meet at the Village Hall by 9.15, with 
the aim to go to Martin Down, weather permitting.  If not Martin 
Down, we will walk in Damerham.  Everyone is welcome to join us!  

Further information from Sarah at brian.ings@btinternet.com. 

 
Damerham and District Horticultural Society 

Thursday 24
th

 November from 7pm. 
William Hanham from Deans Court, Wimborne, will talk about the history 
of the house and gardens which has been in his family for over 500 years.  
All welcome!  Members free, guests £3. 
 
 

TEA AND CHAT  
I’m sure I should have expected some interesting and hilarious ‘Holiday 
Experiences’ from the Tea and Chat members at our October meeting – but 
the afternoon turned out to be even more amusing, with stories ranging from 
the totally primitive loos of Africa, claustrophobic pyramids in Egypt and 
even Amsterdam’s ‘red light’ district, plus many more fantastic tales.  It was, 
indeed, a fascinating afternoon!  Thank you to all. 
We also managed to arrange our last outing of the year ending with a great 
pub lunch at the Horse and Groom in Woodgreen, where nearly 40 of us 
generated much laughter and noise over a fine lunch. It’s certainly worth 
replicating next year.  
November’s meeting sees us celebrating  25 years of existence.  Cathy and 
Robin will reminisce with us all over past times, and we shall enjoy a special 
birthday tea.  
Finally, we sadly lost one of our long standing members this last month, 
Graham Dampney.  She will be sorely missed by all her friends at Tea and 
Chat, and we send sincere condolences to her family and friends.  

Regular Village Events: 
Mondays from 9am Pilates with Sandie  
Contact: Sandie.wills@hotmail.co.uk 

Tuesdays from 9.45am – Fluffy Chicks parent and toddler group. 
Contact: fluffychicks21@gmail.com 

Tuesdays from 5pm Taekwondo with Adam 
Contact: adam.btsouth@gmail.com 
Tuesdays from 7.30pm – Badminton Doubles club 
m.walter@hotmail.co.uk 

Wednesdays from 10.30 – Coffee Pot 
Wednesdays from 7  - 8pm Zumba with Carolina 
Contact carolinatuc@gmail.com 

1
st

 Wednesday of the month from 2pm – Tea and Chat 
Contact cherrybrittan@hotmail.co.uk 
2

nd
 Wednesday of the month from 9.30 – Walking Group 

Last Wednesday of the month from 7pm – Craft Club 
Contact sharon54mia@binternet.com 

1
st

 Thursday of the month from 7.15pm Bingo 
Contact sharon54mia@btinternet.com 

4
th

 Thursday of every other month from 7.30pm Book Club (held in the 
Compasses) 
Contact stevekarenlake@gmail.com 

3
rd

 Monday evening of every other month from 7.30pm 
Damerham Parish Council Meeting 
Contact clerk@damerham.net 
 

Other Events 
Village Christmas Get Together – Saturday 10

th
 December 12 – 3pm 

Christmas Gathering at Crossways Farm in conjunction with Crossways 
House on the evening of 15

th
 December. 

More info on both of these in next month’s Pump.  
On Wednesday 2

nd
 November and 7

th
 December, The Coffee Pot will 

open an hour earlier from 9.30 – 12.  A great opportunity for 
parents/carers taking children to school to drop in for coffee and cake 

before heading home or to work!   
Check the Compasses Inn notice board for events, quiz nights and the 

meat draw!   

 
Warm Banks 

It is important with the rise in fuel/heating costs and the cost of living 
that there is access to warmth this winter.  Warmspaces.org has a 

directory of ‘warm banks’ to find warmth, welcome and help.  Don’t 
forget too to keep an eye out for your neighbours as it gets colder, and 

evenings draw in.   
  

Damerham Community Fund. 

Even more so in these difficult times, we would like to help those 
who are not so fortunate.  The Damerham Fair Community Fund 

can make payments of up to £50 to individuals or families 
experiencing hardship in Damerham and Western Downland 
To apply or nominate, please email, in strictest confidence, 
chairmandamerhamfair@gmail.com or contact Gilly Chance 
(07774 995964) or Steve Lake (0777 4136211).  We will be 

publicising the fund via the Church, school etc, and please do let 
others know about it as well.  

 
Cranborne Chase AONB 

Are you interested in becoming involved with volunteering to 
improve and/or enjoying more of our local landscape?  Have a look 
at Cranbornechase.org.uk to see what is going on – including 

hedge laying and scrub clearance at Martin Down, but there’s lots 
more to see and do, even if you aren’t able to get quite so 
physical!   
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Damerham Parish Council Dark Skies Award 

Damerham is going for Dark Skies Award from the Cranborne 
Chase AONB.  The Parish Council is keen to promote the Dark 
Skies Initiative and to qualify for the award has agreed to the 

following policy statement:  
‘Development in the Parish should be designed to conserve and 

enhance the intrinsic quality of dark night skies.  Lighting which is 
proposed to be installed should meet or exceed the level of 

protection appropriate to Environmental Zone E1 (as defined by the 
Institute of Lighting Professionals), with the addition that external 

lighting should not exceed a correlated colour temperature (CCT) of 
2700K’. 

It is hoped to hold a Village Meeting in the coming weeks to discuss 
this issue to be followed by a Star Gazing Session run by Steve 

Tonkin of the Dark Skies Initiative at the AONB. 
The Compasses Inn will be receiving a Dark Sky Friendly Award in 

recognition of the improvements which Sumi has made to his 
external lighting.  The Village Hall has also made adjustments to 

external lighting which deserves recognition.  

 
Nature Notes from Paul T 

September:  Weather:  A wet month with twice the average rainfall; 
139mm compared with the average of 71mm.  A third fell on one day 
with 44mm on 6/7

th
.  There were 10 dry days, and 13 days with more 

than .2mm.  The hottest day was the 2
nd

, with 24C, and the coldest night 
was on 29/30

th
 at 5C, although I know it was much colder on a few nights 

down by the river.  
Wildlife: We have seen peregrines twice over the garden. Holly blue 

butterflies were still around mid-month and several common lizards still 
sunning on log piles on warm days at the end of the month.  What 

happened to the hordes of wasps?  It just shows how difficult it is to 
predict wildlife. 

On the 10
th

, we were sitting in the garden in warm sunshine when Alec 
said, “Look! Two herons in the distance!”.  As we watched, these large 

birds start to soar round and round in a thermal, most unlikely for 
herons. I grabbed binoculars and realised they were white storks, which 

gradually gained height until they were overhead, and then flew off 
South. The first I have seen in the UK. They probably came from Knepp 

Estate in East Sussex, where they have been introduced, with birds 
reared at the Cotswold Wildlife Park and then released on Knepp. In 

2021, 4 pairs bred, and 15 young were reared. It will be interesting to see 
if they establish a truly wild population, as storks have never been part of 

our fauna in recent times, with a pair last breeding in 1416 in Scotland. 
Will they find enough food? The feed entirely on animal prey – voles, 
mice, frogs and anything else they can grab. Storks have such a close 
association with people, with nests in towns and villages on roofs and 
poles as well as in the open country.  It would be very exciting if they 
succeed.  These are large birds weighing up to 3.5kg, compared to a 

heron at only 2kg. However, they are dwarfed by one of the other species 
which has now recolonised Britain – cranes – as these weigh up to 6kg. 
The story of their recolonising over the past 40 years is fascinating and 

perhaps I can talk about this in a future report! Happy spotting!  
 

St George’s Harvest Festival. 
A big thank you to all who donated food for the Harvest Festival. After we 

had taken gifts of food around the village, the remainder went to the 
Ringwood Food Bank.  It weighed 158kg, which would feed 15 people 3 

meals a day for 3 days!  
 

Sportsfield 100 Club – contact Mathew.holden@sky.com for info 
Results from October Draw: 

!st Prize: Nathan Welch : £43 
2

nd
 Prize: Anon: £26   and 3

rd
 Prize: Si White: £17 

Your Village Hall 

On Wednesday 16
th

 November, the Village Hall Committee holds 
its Annual General Meeting at 7pm.  This is an opportunity for 
anyone from Damerham Parish to come along and see how the 
hall is run and operates within the community.  The Committee 
does its very best to run the hall as efficiently as possible, the 
building is sound as are its finances.  However, the time will soon 
come when new members need to come forward to join the 
Committee to help run the hall, and take over when some of us 
might wish to take a back seat, or even retire.  As I’m sure is the 
case in many villages, some members have been serving on the 
Committee for almost 50 years – their experience is invaluable, but 
this expertise needs to be passed on. 
We have 5 or 6 meetings a year.  We fundraise, when necessary, 
although currently the hall is used well and together with the covid 
grants obtained, this is not a necessity at the moment.  Having 
said that, fundraising can be good fun and good for the community.  
We do run the bingo once a month, and hold the Village Get 
Together every year, usually on the 2

nd
 Saturday or December.  

Members who are able, do help with these events.  We are 
fortunate that many people, not on the Committee, also help to 
fundraise when required – eg jumble sales.   
So, basically, your Village Hall NEEDS YOU NOW, to ensure the 
smooth operation of this special community asset into the future. 
We look forward to welcoming you to the open meeting, we’d love 
to hear your thoughts and views, and answer your no obligation 
questions!   
 
What Should You Do If You Can No Longer Keep A Pet? 

Sometimes a hard decision has to be made, but euthanasia is not 
always the only answer. 
Speak to a local vet, they can often offer alternatives and contacts. 
There are several rescues locally, who do a wonderful job of 
rehoming pets. 
You may even have a friend or neighbour who would love to give 
an unwanted pet a good and happy home – ask around. 
 
Recycling Sheds – in the school carparks in Damerham and 

Rockbourne – please use them if you can!  
 
Household Glass collection 
All glass bottles & jars 
Metal lids only 
No loose or plastic lids 
No broken glass 
Tuesday 15 November  from 7.00am 
Garden Waste 
NFDC operate a fortnightly collection service for garden waste.  A sack 
holding up to 20kg of waste can be ordered for £25 per year.  Additional 
sacks are £13.50 per year.  Up to 5 sacks can be purchased.  To order, go 
to customer.services@nfdc.go.uk. 
It is important to recognise that dumping of garden waste is fly tipping, 
and as such, is illegal, as well as being potentially damaging to animals and 
the environment.   
Collection for existing customers will be on 8 and 22 November 
For more information about collection days for household waste, recycling 
and more, see www.newforest.gov.uk/recylingandrubbish  
 

Do you have any ideas, comments, or suggestions for the 
future of The Parish Pump?  News to share, or a village 
event to publicise?  Please get in touch!  
If you would like to be added to the mailing list, or you have 
anything you would like to include in the December edition, 
please email me at mandysrobbins@gmail.com by 
Tuesday 15th November.  Thank you!!!  
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