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Councillors present:  
David Crane (Chairman)   Pete Doherty (arrived 8.12pm) 
Cathy Godber      
Glyn Ruth 

Members of the public present: 7    

Others present:  
Natasha Mackenzie (Clerk)     
 

Public participation: 
The applicant for Knoll Farm House briefed members on his intentions for his planning application to 
fill in the courtyard on the north side of the house – the courtyard was previously a kitchen until 
1983 (which suggests it was part of the habitable floorspace as per the 1982 calculations under policy 
DM20).  He advised it has been sensitively designed in order to fit in with the existing house, and a 
woodland strip running from NE to SW provides excellent screening in this isolated location. 
 

The agent for Damerham Baptist Chapel advised extensive pre-application discussions have taken 
place with the planning authority in order to satisfy the planning authority’s requirements, including 
the reduction is size of the internal layout proposals and re-affirming the building is not appropriate 
for business or community use.  The chapel is not a listed building. 
 

Cllr Crane thanked everyone for attending and the insight into their applications. 
 

1. Apologies and declaration of quorum 
17/10/27 
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Major, Musker, Stephens and Vincent.  Cllr Doherty is detained at 
work.  The meeting was noted as quorate. 
 

2. Declaration of business and pecuniary interests:  none 
 

3. Finance and payments: 
17/10/28 
i. Approval of payments for October (as circulated) was agreed. 
709 BDO LLP  BDO external audit   £120.00 
710 Time2Display Ltd Parish Pump Oct17   £24.00 
711 N Mackenzie  Expenses-British Legion poppy wreath £12.00 
712 N Mackenzie  Clerk-Oct salary & expenses  £381.75 (maximum) 
 

17/10/29 
ii. Approval of bank reconciliation – 25 July to 10 October 2017.  Cllr Stephens confirmed his 

approval of the bank reconciliation by email. 
 

4. Planning Applications: 
17/10/30 
NFDC 17/11276 Knoll Farm House, North End – Two-storey infill extension; front porch alterations.  
After discussion and consideration, it was proposed by Cllr Ruth to recommend permission to NFDC 
under option 1 with the following comments:- 

- The Parish Council feel the design to infill the courtyard (which is believed to previously be 
a kitchen prior to 1983) is attractive and does not adversely contribute to the size and 
massing of the property. 

- As the Planning Officer’s briefing note was not available, due consideration must be given 
to whether the proposed increase in habitable floorspace is within policy DM20. 

Seconded by Cllr Godber, all in favour (3). 
 

17/10/31 
NFDC 17/11283 Damerham Baptist Church, Lower Daggons Lane, South End – Use as dwelling; single-
storey extension; fenestration alterations; rooflights; flue; parking; septic tank. 
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After discussion and consideration, it was proposed by Cllr Godber to recommend permission to 
NFDC under option 3 with the following comments:- 

- The Parish Council strongly support this application to bring the vacant, disused building 
back into a positive use to assist a young family to move into the village. 

- We understand there have been several discussions with the planning authority in order to 
come to a proposal both applicant and planning officer are happy with. 

- The immediate neighbour has pledged their support of the application.   
Seconded by Cllr Ruth, all in favour (3). 
 

Other applications noted 
17/10/32 
NFNPA CONS/17/0861 Parkfield House, High Street – Fell 1x Pear tree; fell 1x Pine tree 
NFDC 17/11052 Bethany Cottage, The Common, South End – roof alterations; single storey rear 
extension; extend garage – granted stc 
 

5. Consultations: 
17/10/33 
New Forest District Council’s Draft Housing Strategy 2018-2023 (circ.10 Oct).  Cllr Crane had reviewed 
the consultation and summarised the following:- there are 5000 properties in the NFDC district and 
currently 3000 people awaiting housing on the Homesearch housing register; average property price 
in NFDC district is £370,000; average price of entry level property is £225,000 which would require an 
annual salary of £42,000; average salary for a rental property would be £27,000; affordable housing 
schemes are listed as more than 10 dwellings. 
Cllr Doherty arrived at 8.12pm. 
Continued: Intentions to buyback ex-council houses at 15 per year. 
It was agreed for the clerk to respond with the following comments:- 

- The proposal to buyback ex-council properties at a rate of 15 per year was considered an 
unrealistic and expensive solution; 

- The Housing Strategy needs to support new housing in rural exception sites by considering 
change of use of an agreed acreage of agricultural land as a solution to housing shortages 
in rural villages. 

 

6. Any other matter considered urgent by the Chairman for discussion or information 
17/10/34 - Cllr Crane reiterated the need for a new councillor; the notice is on the notice board and 
in the Parish Pump for November. 
17/10/35 - Cllr Doherty had forwarded a suggestion for a Downloads Parish Liaison meeting lead by 
Sandleheath along with Damerham, Martin, Rockbourne and Whitsbury to share local information on 
a quarterly basis (starting Q1 2018).  It was agreed a good idea to participate; clerk to respond to 
Sandleheath. 

17/10/36 - Cllr Crane has forwarded three quotes to HCC Rights of Way office: awaiting Natalie 
Hands’ response. 
17/10/37 - The meeting of the Playtrail Management Group was successful in agreeing the 
questionnaire for the November Parish Pump. 
17/10/38 - Mr Godber asked for an update on the Community SpeedWatch initiative; CLlr Crane 
replied he is awaiting training session dates from PCSO Stephen May. 
 

7. Dates of forthcoming meetings: 
17/10/39 
Monday 27th November 2017 
Monday 18th December 2017 (if required for planning applications) 

                                                    
The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 
 


